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Synopsis

Offering a regional study of Southern Africa’s ethnic groups, cultures, languages, religions, music,
dance, art, crafts, and architecture, this title provides students with a comprehensive review of this
region. It includes a series of articles on specific ethnic groups, material cultures, performing arts

and literature, and cultural topics.
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Customer Reviews

With in-depth accounts of both the history and the contemporary scene, this handsome, detailed,
oversize volume in the Peoples and Cultures of Africa series is a fine, highly readable, close-up
view of one diverse region’s main ethnic groups, cultures, languages, religions, arts, and more. The
design will encourage browsing; the paper is thick, the type clear, and full-color photographs, maps,
and charts appear on every double-page spread. The in-depth discussion, which will be great for
reports, includes coverage of early conquests, such as the genocide and displacement of the
Herero people from southwest Africa, as well as recent conflicts in Zimbabwe and elsewhere. A
contemporary photo of Johannesburg brings home the continuing postapartheid split between the
affluent and the poor. The island of Madagascar, with its unique flora and fauna, is also part of the
story. Other volumes include Nations and Personalities, which profiles every nation on the continent
and includes biographies of 300 Africans. Hazel RochmanCopyright A A© American Library

Association. All rights reserved



Editor Peter Mitchell is a university lecturer in African prehistory and holds a tutorial fellowship in
archaeology at St. Hugh'’s College, University of Oxford, England. He is also curator of African
archaeology at the Pitt Rivers Museum, Oxford, and an academic member of the multidisciplinary
African Studies Centre based at St Antony’s College, Oxford. He has previously worked at the
University of Cape Town. He serves on the Governing Council of the British Institute in Eastern
Africa and is a member of the editorial boards of the African Archaeological Review, Antiquity,
Before Farming, Journal of African History, South African Archaeological Bulletin, Southern African

Humanities, and World Archaeology. He is also president of the Society of Africanist Archaeologists.
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